
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
December 15, 2024 

“The Joy of the Lord”  
  

THE WELCOME 

  

THE OPENING HYMN #347  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

(please stand) 
 

THE INVOCATION  
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
 

 



 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Hear my prayer, O Lord;  
C: Listen to my cry for mercy.  (Psalm 86:6) 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P: Almighty God, merciful Father, 
C: We confess that we are sinful by nature and that in thought, word, and deed, we 

have turned away from You and sinned against You and our neighbor. We have not 
waited joyfully for Your coming. We have failed to serve You and we have not loved 
our neighbor as ourselves. Restore to us the joy of our salvation. Renew a right 
spirit within us. Give us joy as we receive Your forgiveness and love. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you  
 all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   
P:  Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness,  
 but will have the light of life."  (John 8:12) 

C: We light these candle anticipating the coming light of Christ. 
P:  “I will make You a light for the nations, that My salvation may reach  

to the end of the earth."  (Isaiah 49:6) 

C: Come, Lord Jesus, our Light and Life.   
P: Until that day, let us walk in the light of the Lord.   

 

(The Advent candles are lighted) 
 

THE CANTICLE  “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”  (#357 v.6) 

 Oh, come, Thou Dayspring from on high,  And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  Shall come to You, O Israel!   
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. Stir up our hearts and fill us with joy, Lord God, that our hearts may be  
 open to Your Word and that we may walk in the way of Your only Son. By the promise of 

His coming empower us to serve You with pure hearts and a renewed spirit; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, whom with You and the Holy Spirit we worship and praise,  

 one God, now and forever.   
C: Amen. 

(please be seated) 
  

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Zephaniah 3:14-20 (ESV) 
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; He has cleared away your 
enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. On that day 
it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak. The LORD your God 
is in your midst, a mighty One who will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you 



 

by His love; He will exult over you with loud singing. I will gather those of you who mourn for the 
festival, so that you will no longer suffer reproach. Behold, at that time I will deal with all your 
oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into 
praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you 
together; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore 
your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD. 
  

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE EPISTLE  Philippians 4:4-7 (ESV) 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is at hand;  do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

(please stand) 
  

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”  (#813, verses 1 & 7) 
 

Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!  
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 
Your festal banner wave on high, 
The cross of Christ your King. 
Rejoice, Rejoice,  
Rejoice, Give thanks and sing. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 7:18-28 (ESV)   
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 
C: (spoken) Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two of his disciples to him, 
sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are You the One who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And 
when the men had come to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You 
the One who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” In that hour He healed many people of 
diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind He bestowed sight. And He 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news 
preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” When John's messengers had 
gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness 
to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 
Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts. What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is He of whom it is 
written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.’” 
  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C:  (spoken) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

Praise Him who reigns on high, 
The Lord whom we adore, 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
One God forevermore. 
Rejoice, Rejoice,  
Rejoice, Give thanks and sing. 
 



 

THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

(please be seated) 
  

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY #349  “Hark the Glad Sound" 

 

 

 
 
 

THE SERMON  “The Joy of the Lord”  Text:  Zephaniah 3:14-20 
  
 

(please stand) 
  

 
 
 



 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS  (pages 192-193 in the hymnal) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
(Each petition concludes with the response: “Let us pray to the Lord,” “Lord, have mercy.”) 
 

THE PREFACE  (responses are spoken) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We left them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . . Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying:  

 

THE SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy  (page 208 in the hymnal) 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;  
Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim 
that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, 
Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the 
Forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in glory. Hear us as 
we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 

(please be seated) 



 

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS      
#628  “Your Table I Approach” 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 
    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 
6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
    O God, my peace and light. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

#357  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
 



 

#346  “When All the World Was Cursed”   

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Tune: Public domain 

(please stand) 

THE DISMISSAL  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 
 soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C:  Amen. 
  

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Lord God, for Christ’s body and blood we give You thanks. Let the forgiveness, life, and 

salvation we receive take deep root in our hearts and lives, that we rejoice in the Lord 
always; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
  

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C:  Amen.      

(please be seated) 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 


