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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
February 23, 2025 

“Forgive!” 
THE WELCOME 

  

THE OPENING HYMN #605  “Father Welcomes” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM  (Saturday)  (page 268 in the hymnal) 

The Baptism of Lane Robert Andresen 
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THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  (Sunday) 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
P: As a father shows compassion to his children,  
C: so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear Him.  (Psalm 103:13) 
P: Let us confess our sins to our heavenly Father, imploring Him for the sake of His Son, 

Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)  
 

P: O almighty God, 
C: Merciful Father, we confess that we have sinned against You and against one 

another by our thoughts, words, and deeds, by what we have done and by what we 
have failed to do. We have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. By Your grace revealed to us in Your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, grant us Your deliverance and forgiveness. Renew a right heart within 
us by Your love and mercy. Amen.  

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
(please be seated) 

  

THE HYMN OF PRAISE #814  “O Bless the Lord, My Soul” 

 

 
 

5 He fills the poor with good; 
    He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
    And justice for th’oppressed. 

 

6 His wondrous works and ways 
    He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by 

Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,  
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.   
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 45:3-15 (ESV) 
Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could not 
answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. So Joseph said to his brothers, "Come 
near to me, please." And they came near. And he said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you 
sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me 
here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two 
years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. And God 
sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and lord of all His house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and 
say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; 
do not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children's children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. There I 
will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.' And now your eyes see, and the eyes 
of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father of 
all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here." Then 
he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he 
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him. 
  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
  

THE PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 103:1-13 
P: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 
C: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, 
P: He forgives all your iniquity, He heals all your diseases. 
C: He redeems your life from the pit, He crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
P: He satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
C: The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 
P: He made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the people of Israel. 
C: The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
P: He will not always accuse us, nor will He keep His anger forever. 
C: He does not deal with us according to our sins,  
 nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
P: For as high as the heavens are above the earth,  
 so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him; 
C: as far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions from us. 
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P: As a father shows compassion to his children,  
C: so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear Him. 
  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

THE EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42 (ESV) 
For as by a man came death, by a Man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, then at His coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when He delivers 
the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For 
He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy to be destroyed 
is death. . . . If the dead are not raised, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die." Do not be 
deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals." Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, 
and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. But 
someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" You foolish 
person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body 
that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body 
as He has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. For not all flesh is the same, but there 
is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. There are 
heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory 
of the earthly is of another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. So is it with the resurrection of the 
dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 

  

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

(please stand) 

THE ALLELUIA  (sung)  (page 205)  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. These things are written that you may believe  
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

  

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 6:27-38 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

[Jesus said] “I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer 
the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. Give 
to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them 
back. And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. If you love those who love 
you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good 
to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if 
you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, 
for He is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge 
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not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you 
will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to 
you." 

  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (Sunday only) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and  

was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

(please be seated) 
  

THE MEMORY VERSE  The Second Commandment & Luther’s “What Does This Mean?” 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. What does this mean? We should 
fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His 
name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.   
 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY  “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”  (LSB #843)  (Tune: LSB #554)                                     
 

1)  “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 
You taught us, Lord, to pray; 
But You alone can grant us grace 
To live the words we say. 

 

2)  How can Your pardon reach and bless     
The unforgiving heart 

 That broods on wrongs and will not let   
Old bitterness depart? 

  

© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012547. 
 

 
THE SERMON  “Forgive”  Text:  Genesis 45:3-15 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3)  In blazing light Your cross reveals 
 The truth we dimly knew: 

What trivial debts are owed to us, 
How great our debt to You! 

  

4) Lord, cleanse the depths within our 
souls And bid resentment cease;  
Then, bound to all in bonds of love,  
Our lives will spread Your peace. 
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THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS  “Our Father”  (#766, vv. 6 & 9) 
 

6) Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore, 
That they may trouble us no more; 
We, too, will gladly those forgive 
Who hurt us by the way they live. 
Help us in our community 
To serve each other willingly. 

 

© 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012547. 
 

(please stand) 
 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
(Each petition concludes with the following response: “Lord, in Your mercy,” “Hear our prayer.”) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Sunday only) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  

THE BENEDICTION 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C: Amen.  

(please be seated) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9) Amen, that is, so shall it be. 
Make strong our faith in You, that we 
May doubt not but with trust believe 
That what we ask we shall receive. 
Thus in Your name and at Your Word 
We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!” 
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THE CLOSING HYMN #845  “Where Charity and Love Prevail”   

 

 

 
 

5 Let us recall that in our midst 
    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined 
    We are in Him made one. 

 
6 For love excludes no race or clan 

    That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
    Whose Father is the same. 

Text: © 1960 World Library Publications.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 

 

 


