THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
April 6, 2025
“God Doing a New Thing”

THE WELCOME

THE OPENING HYMN #429 “We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died” (Tune: TLH #178)

1 We sing the praise of Him who died, Of Him who died upon the cross.
The sinner’s hope let all deride; For this we count the world but loss.

2 Inscribed upon the cross we see In shining letters, “God is love.”
He bears our sins upon the tree; He brings us mercy from above.

3 Thecross! It takes our guilt away; It holds the fainting spirit up;
It cheers with hope the gloomy day And sweetens ev’ry bitter cup.

4 It makes the coward spirit brave And nerves the feeble arm for fight;
It takes the terror from the grave And gilds the bed of death with light;

5 The balm of life, the cure of woe, The measure and the pledge of love,
The sinner’s refuge here below, The angels’ theme in heav’n above.

6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace By bitter grief and anguish sore,
Be praise from all the ransomed race Forever and forevermore.

(please stand)

THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:. Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

(The candle on the Lenten Cross is extinguished.)

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ® Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



THE INTROIT OF THE DAY (Psalm 3:3-6; antiphon: Psalm 3:8)
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Salvation belongs to the LORD; Your blessing be on Your people!

But You, O LORD, are a Shield about me, my glory, and the lifter of my head.

| cried aloud to the LORD, and He answered me from His holy hill.

I lay down and slept; | woke again, for the LORD sustained me.

I will not be afraid of many thousands who have set themselves against me all around.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Salvation belongs to the LORD; Your blessing be on Your people!

THE KYRIE (responses are sung) (pages 152-153 in the hymnal)
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

HE PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
(sung) And also with you.
Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that
we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

(please be seated)

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 43:16-21 (ESV)

Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings forth
chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished,
quenched like a wick: Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, | am
doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? | will make a way in the wilderness and
rivers in the desert. The wild beasts will honor Me, the jackals and the ostriches, for | give water in
the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to My chosen people, the people whom | formed for
Myself that they might declare My praise.

P:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
(spoken) Thanks be to God!



THE EPISTLE Philippians 3:4-14 (ESV)

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the Law, blameless. But
whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake | have suffered the
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in Him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the Law, but that which comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—that | may know Him and the power of
His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, that by any means
possible | may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that | have already obtained this or am
already perfect, but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His
own. Brothers, | do not consider that | have made it my own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: (spoken) Thanks be to God!
(please stand)
THE VERSE (sung) (page 157 in the hymnal) (Joel 2:13)
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 20:9-20 (ESV)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the twentieth chapter.
C: (sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

And [Jesus] began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants
and went into another country for a long while. When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants,
so that they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him
away empty-handed. And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully,
and sent him away empty-handed. And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast
out. Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall | do? | will send my beloved son; perhaps they
will respect him.” But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill
him, so that the inheritance may be ours.” And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy those tenants and
give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” But He looked directly at
them and said, “What then is this that is written: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become
the cornerstone?’ Everyone who falls on that Stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on
anyone, it will crush him.” The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on Him at that very
hour, for they perceived that He had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. So
they watched Him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch Him in
something He said, so as to deliver Him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (sung) Praiseto You, O Christ.

THE NICENE CREED (printed inside the back cover of the hymnal)

(please be seated)



THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE HYMN OF THE DAY #430 "My Song Is Love Unknown”
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1 My song is love un - known, My Sav - ior’s love
2 He came from His blest throne Sal - va - tion to be-
3 Some-times they strew His way And  His sweet prais - es

4 Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and
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me, Love to the love - less shown That they might love -
stow; But men made strange, and none The longed - for Christ would
sing; Re - sound-ing all the day Ho - san - nas to their
spite? He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their
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be. Oh, who am I That for my sake
know. But, oh, my friend, My friend in - deed,
King. Then “Cru - ci - fy!” Is all  their breath,
sight. Sweet in - ju - ries! Yet they at these
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My  Lord should take Frail flesh and die?
Who at my need His life did spend!
And for His  death They  thirst and cry.
Them-selves  dis - please And  ’gainst Him rise.

5 They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away;

A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He To suff’ring goes
That He His foes From thence might free.

In life no house, no home My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb But what a stranger gave.
What may | say? Heav’n was His home

But mine the tomb Wherein He lay.

Here might | stay and sing, No story so divinel
Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend, In whose sweet praise

I all my days Could gladly spend!

THE SERMON “God Doing a New Thing” Text: Isaiah 43:16-21



THE PRESENATION OF OUR OFFERINGS *My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (#702, w.1-2)

1) My faith looks up to Thee, 2) May Thy rich grace impart
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Strength to my fainting heart;
Savior divine. My zeal inspire!

Now hear me while | pray; As Thou hast died for me,
Take all my guilt away; Oh, may my love to Thee

O let me from this day Be wholly Thine! Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire!

(please stand)

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Each petition concludes with the response: “Let us pray to the Lord,” “Lord have mercy.”)

THE PREFACE (responses are sung; page 160 in the hymnal)

P: The Lord be with you.

C:. And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: ltisright to give Him thanks and praise.

P: Itis truly good, right, . . . . Therefore with angels and arch-angels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray . . .

THE LORD'S PRAYER (printed inside the back cover of the hymnal)
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: (sung) Amen.
(please be seated)



THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
#634 “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord”
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1 The death of Je - sus Christ, our Lord, We cel - e -
2 He blot-ted out with His own blood The judg - ment
3 That this for - ev - er true shall be He gives a
4 His Word pro - claims and we be - lieve That in  this
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brate with one ac - cord; It is our com - fort
that a - gainst us  stood; For us He full a -
sol - emn guar - an - tee: In this His ho - 1y
Sup - per we re - ceive His wver - y bod -
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in dis - tress, Our heart’s sweet joy and hap - pi - ness.
tone - ment made, And all our debt He ful - 1y paid.
Sup - per here We taste His love so sweet, SO  near.
as He said, His ver - y blood for sin - ners shed.

5 We dare not ask how this can be,
But simply hold the mystery
And trust this word where life begins:
“Given and shed for all your sins.”

6 They who this word do not believe
This food unworthily receive,
Salvation here will never find—
May we this warning keep in mind!

7 But blestis each believing guest
Who in these promises finds rest;
For Jesus shall in love remain
With all who here His grace obtain.

8 Help us sincerely to believe
That we may worthily receive
Your Supper and in You find rest.
Amen! They who believe are blest.



#431 “Not All the Blood of Beasts”
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1 Not all the blood of beasts On Jew-ish al - tars slain
2 But Christ, the heav’n-1ly Lamb, Takes all our sins a - way;
3 My faith would lay its hand On  that dear head of Thine,
4 My soul looks back to see  The bur-den Thou didst bear
5 Be - liev - ing, we re - joice To see the curse re - move;

Could give the guilt - y con-science peace Or wash a- way the stain.
A sac -ri - fice of no - bler name And rich - er blood than they.
While as a pen -i-tent 1 stand, And there con-fess my sin.
When hang-ing on the curs - ed tree; I  know my guilt was there.
We  bless the Lamb with cheer - ful voice And sing His bleed-ing love.

#4}‘33 “Glory Be to Jesus”
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1 Glo - 1y be to Je - sus, Who in bit - ter pains
2 Grace and life e - ter - nal In that blood I find;
3 Blest through end - less a - ges Be the pre-cious stream
4 A - bel's blood for ven - geance Plead-ed to the skies;
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Poured for me the life - blood From His sa - cred veins!
Blest be His com - pas - sion, In - fi - nite - ly  kind!
Which from end-less tor - ment Did the world re - deem!
But the blood of Je - sus For our par-don cries.

5 Oft as earth exulting
Walfts its praise on high,
Angel hosts rejoicing
Make their glad reply.

6 Lift we, then, our voices,
Swell the mighty flood;
Louder still and louder
Praise the precious blood!



#427 “In the Cross of Christ | Glory”
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I In the cross of Christ I glo - ry, Tow'r - ing
2 When the woes of life o’er - take me, Hopes de -
3 When the sun of bliss is beam - ing Light and
4 Bane and bless - ing, pain and plea - sure By the
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o’er the wrecks of time. All the light of sa - cred
ceive, and fears an - noy, Nev - er shall the cross for -
love up - on my way, From the cross the ra - diance
cross are sanc - ti - fied; Peace is there that knows no
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sto - 1y Gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
sake me; Lo, it glows with  peace and  joy.
stream-ing Adds more  lus - ter to the day.
mea - sure, Joys that through all time a - bide.

(please stand)
THE DISMISSAL
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting. Depart in ' peace.
C: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: We give thanks to You, almighty God . . . through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance on you and ' give you peace.
C: (sung) Amen.
(please be seated)

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS



