“The Hand of the Lord Who Serves and Feeds Us”

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Maundy Thursday
April 17, 2025
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AS WE GATHER

This evening, we gather to remember our Lord’s celebration of Passover, His institution of the
Lord’s Supper. When faced with betrayal, Jesus remained faithful to His Father's mission. He
prepared the Passover table, creating a place of forgiveness for His disciples. This evening, He
opens that place of forgiveness for you. All too often we don’t have the right connections with
the right person at the right time to accomplish all the right things. If we could just obtain access!
The good news is that through the blood of Jesus we have unlimited access!

HOLY COMMUNION

On Maundy Thursday we remember our Savior's institution of the new covenant of His body and
blood. On the eve of His suffering and death, the Lamb of God thought of us and cared for us,
even to the giving of this extraordinary gift by such ordinary means. As His gift is received this
evening, we also remember His care and concern for the truths of God's Word. Believing that
the Bible clearly sets forth doctrinal unity for those receiving the Sacrament together, we practice
closed communion and ask guests desiring to commune to kindly speak with the pastor before
the service.

Communicants tonight will have the choice of receiving either the individual cup or the common
cup. If you receive the common cup, please take hold of the base of the cup with one or both
hands as Pastor offers it to you. Thank you.
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TI;IE OPENING HYMN #634 “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord”
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in dis - tress, Our heart’s sweet joy and hap - pi - ness.
tone - ment made, And all our debt He ful - ly paid.
Sup - per here We taste His love S0 sweet, S0  near.
as He said, His ver - y blood for sin - ners shed.
5 We dare not ask how this can be,
But simply hold the mystery
And trust this word where life begins:
“Given and shed for all your sins.”
6 They who this word do not believe
This food unworthily receive,
Salvation here will never find—
May we this warning keep in mind!
7 But blest is each believing guest
Who in these promises finds rest;
For Jesus shall in love remain
With all who here His grace obtain.
8 Help us sincerely to believe

That we may worthily receive
Your Supper and in You find rest.
Amen! They who believe are blest.

(please stand)

THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:. Amen.



THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: |, apoor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which
I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

THE INTROIT (Psalm 116:13; Psalm 116:12-13, 15-17)

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.

How can | repay the Lord for all His goodness to me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.

O Lord, truly I am Your servant; | am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant;
You have freed me from my chains.

| will sacrifice a thank offering to You and call on the name of the Lord.

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.

HE COLLECT

Let us pray: O Lord Jesus, since You have left us a remembrance of Your passion in a
wonderful sacrament, grant, we pray, that we may so use this sacrament of Your body and
blood, that the fruits of Your redeeming work may always be demonstrated in our lives, for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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(please be seated)

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 24:1-11 (ESV)

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. Moses alone shall come near to the LORD,
but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with him." Moses came
and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the rules. And all the people answered
with one voice and said, "All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do." And Moses wrote
down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the
mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of
the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the
LORD. And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw
against the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people.



And they said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” And Moses
took the blood and threw it on the people and said, "Behold the blood of the covenant that the
LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab,
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, and they saw the God of Israel. There
was under His feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness.
And He did not lay His hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate
and drank.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

THE GRADUAL Hebrews 9:12, 15; Psalm 111:9

Christ entered the Most Holy Place once for all

by His own blood, having obtained redemption.

He is the Mediator of a new covenant,

that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.
He provided redemption for His people;

He ordained His covenant forever.

THE EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 11:23-32 (ESV)

For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when
He was betrayed took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, "This is My
body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me." In the same way also He took the cup,
after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the Lord's death until He comes. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a
person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why
many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we judged ourselves truly, we would
not be judged. But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be
condemned along with the world.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
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(please stand)

THE VERSE
P: For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
C: you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26)

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 22:7-20 (ESV)

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. So
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it."
They said to Him, "Where will You have us prepare it?" He said to them, "Behold, when you
have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that
he enters and tell the master of the house, 'The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room,
where | may eat the Passover with My disciples?' And he will show you a large upper room
furnished; prepare it there." And they went and found it just as He had told them, and they



prepared the Passover. And when the hour came, He reclined at table, and the apostles with
Him. And He said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer.
For | tell you | will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." And He took a cup, and
when He had given thanks He said, "Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For | tell you
that from now on | will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." And He
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is My
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me." And likewise the cup after they
had eaten, saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood. But
behold, the hand of him who betrays Me is with Me on the table. For the Son of Man goes as it
has been determined, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” And they began to question
one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praiseto You, O Christ!
(please be seated)



THE HYMN OF THE DAY #445 “When You Woke That Thursday Morning”
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Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990



THE SERMON “The Hand of the Lord Who Serves and Feeds Us”
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Text: John 13:1-17, 31b-35; Luke 22:7-20
(please stand)

E PRAYERS

Holy Father, on this night we remember the Passover of Your ancient people, the children
of Abraham, and Your Son’s gift of the New Testament in His blood. We implore You to
remember us, for we have not treated our brothers and sisters as we ought, even those in
Your Church. Forgive us, we implore You, and create in us new and contrite hearts. Wash
us, restore us and unite us in the bond of charity. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

At Your Son’s invitation, we come to His table this night. Help us to discern in the bread
His true body and in the cup His true blood. Give us, by Your holy law, a right judgment of
ourselves, that lamenting our sins we would receive pardon and absolution. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Strengthen all of our sister churches throughout the world who celebrate the mystery of
Your Son’s Passover. Where there is strife, bring forgiveness; where there is suffering,
bring help; and where there is persecution, bring joy. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Guard and defend the president of the United States, along with all who are in authority,
and all who serve in our Armed Forces. Renew in our land reverence for life, respect for
family and good regard for our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Remember, Lord, all who suffer in body or soul. Most especially do we implore Your
blessing on those whom we name in our hearts. [silent prayer] Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

As Your Son took on the form of servant, so make us ready to serve our neighbors ahead
of ourselves. Teach us to love each other and bear one another’s burdens, and conform us
to the image of Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

. Lord Jesus, You have bought us with Your holy, precious blood, and by Your innocent

suffering and death redeemed us. We are not worthy of the mercy and truth You have
shown us. By this gift strengthen us; to You will we live, to You will we die and Yours will
we be forever, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God,
world without end.

Amen.
(please be seated)

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS



THE HYMN #638 “Eat This Bread” (Congregation sings the refrain) (Soloist: Kent Bornhoft)
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, Trust in Him and you will not thirst.

1) This is His body given for you; this is His blood that was shed for you. Refrain:

2) As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you show His death until He comes again. Refrain:

3) Eat His flesh and drink His blood, and Christ will raise you up on the Last Day. Refrain:
4) Anyone who eats this bread will live forever. Refrain:
5) If we believe and eat this bread, we will have eternal life. Refrain:

(please stand)

THE PREFACE (responses are sung) (page 160 in the hymnal)
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C:
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P:

C:
P:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth . . . To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26)

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. (Revelation 22:20)

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to

pray:

THE LORD'S PRAYER (printed inside the back cover of the hymnal)

THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: (sung) Amen.



THE AGNUS DEI ~ LAMB OF GOD (page 163 in the hymnal)
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

(please be seated)

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
#%17 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
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In all  tr1 - al, fear, and need: O Lord, have mer - cy!
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mer - cy!
Days of peace and u - ni - ty: O Lord, have mer - cy!

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990



#619 “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”
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A Refrain . J

Lord, may Thy bod-y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990
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#423 “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all.
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.
hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - ci - fied.

(please stand)

THE DISMISSAL

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and
soul to life everlasting. Depart % in peace.

C: Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: O God the Father, the Fountain and Source of all goodness . . . through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ' give you peace.
C: (sung) Amen.
(please be seated)



THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
Psalm 22 is chanted at this time. The text of the Psalm is printed on the next page.

The stripping of the altar is an ancient feature of Maundy Thursday worship services. This
act is symbolic of the humiliation of Jesus at the soldier's hands. Psalm 22 rehearses that
and other themes of the Passion. No other Psalm pointed beyond itself so fully in a prophetic
manner to the circumstances of Jesus at His arrest and crucifixion.

Following the stripping of the altar and the chanting of Psalm 22, the congregation is asked
to leave in humble silence.



Psalm 22 (ESV)

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me? Why are you so far from saving
me, from the words of my groaning?

20 my God, | cry by day, but you do not
answer, and by night, but | find no rest.

3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the
praises of Israel.

4 In you our fathers trusted; they trusted,
and you delivered them.

5 To you they cried and were rescued; in
you they trusted and were not put to
shame.

6 But | am a worm and not a man, scorned
by mankind and despised by the people.

7 All who see me mock me; they make
mouths at me; they wag their heads;

8 "He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver
him; let him rescue him, for he delights
in him!"

9 Yet you are he who took me from the
womb; you made me trust you at my
mother's breasts.

0 0On you was | cast from my birth, and
from my mother's womb you have been
my God.

1 Be not far from me, for trouble is near,
and there is none to help.

2 Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls
of Bashan surround me;

13 they open wide their mouths at me, like
a ravening and roaring lion.

4] am poured out like water, and all my
bones are out of joint; my heart is like
way; it is melted within my breast;

5 my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you
lay me in the dust of death.

6 For dogs encompass me; a company of
evildoers encircles me; they have
pierced my hands and feet--

7| can count all my bones-- they stare and
gloat over me;

18 they divide my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.

19 But you, O LORD, do not be far off! O
you my help, come quickly to my aid!

20 Deliver my soul from the sword, my
precious life from the power of the dog!

21 Save me from the mouth of the lion!
You have rescued me from the horns of
the wild oxen!

22 | will tell of your name to my brothers; in
the midst of the congregation | will
praise you:

23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! All
you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, and
stand in awe of him, all you offspring of
Israel!

24 For he has not despised or abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted, and he has
not hidden his face from him, but has
heard, when he cried to him.

25 From you comes my praise in the great
congregation; my vows | will perform
before those who fear him.

26 The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied:;
those who seek him shall praise the
LORD! May your hearts live forever!

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the LORD, and all the
families of the nations shall worship
before you.

28 For kingship belongs to the LORD, and
he rules over the nations.

29 All the prosperous of the earth eat and
worship; before him shall bow all who
go down to the dust, even the one who
could not keep himself alive.

30 Posterity shall serve him; it shall be told
of the Lord to the coming generation;

31 they shall come and proclaim his
righteousness to a people yet unborn,
that he has done it.



