
REFORMATION SUNDAY 
October 27, 2024 

“Saving Sight for the Blind” 
 

AS WE GATHER  
Today we remember the Reformation which God graciously brought to His church through the 
work of Martin Luther and his co-workers. After struggling for years trying to earn God’s love 
and forgiveness, Luther realized that there was nothing he could do to earn them and he didn’t 
have to, because God had given them for free. Luther’s three main themes were:   

We are saved by God’s Grace Alone, through Faith in Jesus Christ Alone. 
Scripture Alone (God’s Word) is the ultimate authority on God and our life with Him. 

Luther’s attempts to reform the Roman Catholic church from within failed, but through Luther 
God restored the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the focus of Christian faith and life. 
  

IN LUTHER’S UPBRINGING, God’s “righteousness” was understood as the truth by which God 
condemns those who have sinned. In his study of the Bible, however, the Holy Spirit led him to 
see that Christ’s righteousness is something we are freely given by God’s grace through faith! 
(Romans 3:22). That wondrous truth was the basis for the REFORMATION! That wondrous 
truth was the basis for the Lord’s Supper, for herein Christ is present with His body and blood 
to give us His forgiveness. In joyful obedience to the teaching of Scripture, we practice close 
communion and ask guests desiring to commune to speak with the pastor before the service. 
  

THE WELCOME 
  

THE OPENING HYMN #909  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 

 

 

 

 



 

THE INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
  

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P:  The apostle Paul writes that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. And Jesus 

says that everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. As we enter the house of the Lord 
and call upon Him for His good and gracious gifts, let us consider our sinful nature’s 
enslavement to sin and our continued shortcomings as God’s people.  

  

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.)  
  

P:  Gracious Father,  
C:  because our entire lives are to be ones of repentance, we bow before You and 

confess our sins. We have turned away from the truth of Your Word, choosing to go 
our own way. By what we have thought, by what we have done, and by what we have 
failed to do, we have broken Your commands and are deserving of Your wrath and 
punishment. By the mercy of Christ, Your Son, set us free from our captivity. Enable 
us by Your Holy Spirit to live under You in Your kingdom and to serve You in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Amen. 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore  

 forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

(please be seated) 
  

THE INTROIT  Psalm 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Psalm 119:46 
P:  I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,] 
C:  and shall not be put to shame. 
P:  I will bless the Lord at all times; 
C:  His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
P: My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. 
C: Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
P: The Lord redeems the life of His servants; 
C: none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P:  I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, [O Lord,] 
C: and shall not be put to shame. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE #506  “Glory Be to God the Father” 

 

 

 

 
  

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful      

people. Keep them steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort them in all 
temptations, defend them against all enemies of Your Word, and bestow on the Church 
Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
  

THE FIRST READING  Revelation 14:6-7 (ESV) 
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those 
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud 
voice, “Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come, and worship 
Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
  

THE EPISTLE  Romans 3:19-28 (ESV) 
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of 
the law no human being will be justified in His sight, since through the law comes knowledge of 



 

sin. But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the 
Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood [the sacrifice to pay for sin] to be received 
by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in His divine forbearance He had 
passed over former sins. It was to show His righteousness at the present time, so that He might 
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of our boasting? 
It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold 
that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  

  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

(please stand) 
  

THE VERSE  (page 156 in the hymnal) 

 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  
 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
  

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 8:31-36 (ESV) 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the eighth chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are truly My 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  They answered Him, “We 
are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that You say, ‘You 
will become free’?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin 
is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  
  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
(please be seated) 

  

THE CREEDAL HYMN #953  “We All Believe in One True God”  

 

 

 



 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
  

THE HYMN OF THE DAY #656  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE SERMON  “Saving Sight for the Blind”  Text: Mark 10:46-52 
And they came to Jericho. And as [Jesus] was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a great 
crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. And when 
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!" And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, 
"Son of David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." And they called the 
blind man, saying to him, "Take heart. Get up; He is calling you." And throwing off his cloak, he 
sprang up and came to Jesus. And Jesus said to him, "What do you want Me to do for you?" 
And the blind man said to Him, "Rabbi, let me recover my sight." And Jesus said to him, "Go 
your way; your faith has made you well." And immediately he recovered his sight and followed 
Him on the way. 

(please stand) 
  

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS  (LSB #805) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  Praise Him, all creatures here be-low 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.     

  

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
(Each petition concludes with the following response:  “Let us pray to the Lord,” “Lord, have mercy.”) 

  

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  

THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

(please be seated)       
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   

#617  “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 

 
 



 

#744  “Amazing Grace” 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1s–4s): © 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001990 

Text (sts. 1–5) and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

#566  “By Grace I’m Saved”   

 

 

 

 
 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 
(please stand) 

  

THE DISMISSAL  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace.  
C: Amen. 



 

THE POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
P:  Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast 

to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all 
your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

  

THE BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance on you and  give you peace. 
C: Amen.  

(please be seated)       
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  


